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Exodus 33-34
The Presence of the 

Lord



EXODUS

Exodus 33
3 Go up to the land flowing with milk and 
honey. But I will not go with you, because you 
are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy 
you on the way.”



EXODUS

Exodus 33
9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of 
cloud would come down and stay at the 
entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses. 
10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of 
cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, 
they all stood and worshiped, each at the 
entrance to their tent. 
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Exodus 33
11 The LORD would speak to Moses face to 
face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses 
would return to the camp, but his young aide 
Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.
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Exodus 33
12 Moses said to the LORD, “You have been 
telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have 
not let me know whom you will send with me. 
You have said, ‘I know you by name and you 
have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are 
pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may 
know you and continue to find favor with you. 
Remember that this nation is your people.”
14 The LORD replied, “My Presence will go 
with you, and I will give you rest.”
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Exodus 33
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence 
does not go with us, do not send us up from 
here. 16 How will anyone know that you are 
pleased with me and with your people unless 
you go with us? What else will distinguish me 
and your people from all the other people on 
the face of the earth?”
17 And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the 
very thing you have asked, because I am 
pleased with you and I know you by name.”
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Exodus 33
18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your 
glory.”
19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my 
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will 
proclaim my name, the LORD, in your 
presence. I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, 
“you cannot see my face, for no one may see 
me and live.”
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Exodus 33
21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near 
me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When 
my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in 
the rock and cover you with my hand until I 
have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand 
and you will see my back; but my face must 
not be seen.”
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Exodus 34
5 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and 
stood there with him and proclaimed his 
name, the Lord. 6 And he passed in front of 
Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, 
(Yahweh, Yahweh) the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in 
love and faithfulness, 
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Exodus 34
7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not 
leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of the 
parents to the third and fourth generation.”
8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and 
worshiped.
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Exodus 34
29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai 
with the two tablets of the covenant law in his 
hands, he was not aware that his face was 
radiant because he had spoken with the Lord. 
30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw 
Moses, his face was radiant, and they were 
afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called 
to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the 
community came back to him, and he spoke 
to them.
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Exodus 34
32 Afterward all the Israelites came near him, 
and he gave them all the commands the Lord 
had given him on Mount Sinai.
33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he 
put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever he 
entered the Lord’s presence to speak with 
him, he removed the veil until he came out. 
And when he came out and told the Israelites 
what he had been commanded,
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Exodus 34
35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then 
Moses would put the veil back over his face 
until he went in to speak with the Lord.
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1. God wants to be close to you! 
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John 17:21-23
21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as 
you are in me and I am in you. May they also 
be in us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. 22 I have given them the 
glory that you gave me, that they may be one 
as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—
so that they may be brought to complete 
unity. Then the world will know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me.
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John 14:9
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, 
even after I have been among you such a long 
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 
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2. God wants you to address Him as Father!
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3. God wants to have a friendship with you!
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John 15:15
I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. 
Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you.
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4. God wants us to dwell in His presence. 



EXODUS

5. God’s presence brings rest. 
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Matt. 11:28-30
[Jesus said], 28 “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.”
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6. We need to approach God’s presence with 
reverence.
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Ex. 34:8
Moses bowed to the ground at once and 
worshiped.
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Matt. 28:8-9
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, 
afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. 
“Greetings,” he said. They came to him, 
clasped his feet and worshiped him.
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7. The presence of God changes you!
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