


Acts 23
1 Paul looked straight at the 
Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, 
I have fulfilled my duty to God in 
all good conscience to this day.” 2At 
this the high priest Ananias 
ordered those standing near Paul 
to strike him on the mouth. 



Acts 23
3 Then Paul said to him, “God will 
strike you, you whitewashed wall! 
You sit there to judge me according 
to the law, yet you yourself violate 
the law by commanding that I be 
struck!”
4 Those who were standing near 
Paul said, “How dare you insult 
God’s high priest!”



Acts 23
5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not 
realize that he was the high priest; 
for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil 
about the ruler of your people.’”



Acts 23
6 Then Paul, knowing that some of 
them were Sadducees and the 
others Pharisees, called out in the 
Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a 
Pharisee, descended from 
Pharisees. I stand on trial because 
of the hope of the resurrection of 
the dead.” 



Acts 23
7 When he said this, a dispute 
broke out between the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees, and the 
assembly was divided. 8 (The 
Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, and that there are 
neither angels nor spirits, but the 
Pharisees believe all these things.)



Acts 23
9 There was a great uproar, and 
some of the teachers of the law 
who were Pharisees stood up and 
argued vigorously. “We find 
nothing wrong with this man,” 
they said. “What if a spirit or an 
angel has spoken to him?”



Acts 23
10 The dispute became so violent 
that the commander was afraid 
Paul would be torn to pieces by 
them. He ordered the troops to go 
down and take him away from 
them by force and bring him into 
the barracks.



Acts 23
11 The following night the Lord 
stood near Paul and said, “Take 
courage! As you have testified 
about me in Jerusalem, so you 
must also testify in Rome.”



Acts 23
23 Then he called two of his 
centurions and ordered them, “Get 
ready a detachment of two 
hundred soldiers, seventy 
horsemen and two hundred 
spearmen to go to Caesarea at 
nine tonight. 24 Provide horses for 
Paul so that he may be taken safely 
to Governor Felix.”



Acts 24

“It is concerning the resurrection 
of the dead that I am on trial 
before you today.’”
22 Then Felix, who was well 
acquainted with the Way, 
adjourned the proceedings. “When 
Lysias the commander comes,” he 
said, “I will decide your case.”



Acts 24
23 He ordered the centurion to 
keep Paul under guard but to give 
him some freedom and permit his 
friends to take care of his needs.
24 Several days later Felix came 
with his wife Drusilla, who was 
Jewish. He sent for Paul and 
listened to him as he spoke about 
faith in Christ Jesus.



Acts 24
25 As Paul talked about 
righteousness, self-control and the 
judgment to come, Felix was afraid 
and said, “That’s enough for now! 
You may leave. When I find it 
convenient, I will send for you.” 26

At the same time he was hoping 
that Paul would offer him a bribe, 
so he sent for him frequently and 
talked with him.



Acts 24
27 When two years had passed, 
Felix was succeeded by Porcius
Festus, but because Felix wanted 
to grant a favor to the Jews, he left 
Paul in prison.



1. What God says will come to pass

“Take courage!  As you have 
testified about me in Jerusalem, so 
you must also testify in Rome.” 
(23:11)



2. We are called to live holy and self-
controlled lives. 

John 1:8-10 8 If we claim to be 
without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we claim we have not sinned, 
we make him out to be a liar and 
his word is not in us.




