


3 “I am God, the God of your father,” …“Do not 
be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make 
you into a great nation there. 4 I will go down to 
Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back 
again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your 
eyes.”



27 Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the 
region of Goshen. They acquired property there 
and were fruitful and increased greatly in 
number.
28 Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the 
years of his life were a hundred and forty-seven.



29 When the time drew near for Israel to die, he 
called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If I 
have found favor in your eyes, put your hand 
under my thigh and promise that you will show 
me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me 
in Egypt, 30 but when I rest with my fathers, 
carry me out of Egypt and bury me where they 
are buried.”



“I will do as you say,” he said.
31 “Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore to 
him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the 
top of his staff.



God is in control !



1. God is in control of time! 

2. God is in control of the nations!



Rev. 18:16-19, “‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, and 
glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls!
17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought 
to ruin!’

“Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the 
sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, 
will stand far off. 



Rev. 18:16-19, 18 When they see the smoke of her 
burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there ever a city 
like this great city?’ 19 They will throw dust on their 
heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out:

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
where all who had ships on the sea
became rich through her wealth!

In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’



Partners International, 

“God is at work in the midst of social upheaval 
in the Middle East.  Close to 10 million people 
are displaced within Syria, Iraq, Jordan and 
Lebanon.  More Muslims have come to Christ in 
recent days than in the previous 1,000 years.  



Partners International, 

One of our partner agencies in the region has seen 
over 200 churches planted in the last year alone!  
The need for the global church to stand with the 
church in the Arab world has never been greater.  
Hundreds of thousands if not millions of Arab 
Muslims are sitting at the feet of Arab Christians 
open to the gospel.” 



12 Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s knees and 
bowed down with his face to the ground. 13 And Joseph 
took both of them, Ephraim on his right toward Israel’s 
left hand and Manasseh on his left toward Israel’s right 
hand, and brought them close to him. 14 But Israel 
reached out his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s 
head, though he was the younger, and crossing his 
arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head, even 
though Manasseh was the firstborn. 



19 But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I 
know. He too will become a people, and he too will 
become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother 
will be greater than he, and his descendants will 
become a group of nations.”



20 He blessed them that day and said, “In your name 
will Israel pronounce this blessing: ‘May God make you 
like Ephraim and Manasseh.’” So he put Ephraim ahead 
of Manasseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about 
to die, but God will be with you and take you back to 
the land of your fathers. 22 And to you I give one more 
ridge of land than to your brothers, the ridge I took 
from the Amorites with my sword and my bow.”



1. God is in control of time! 

2. God is in control of the nations!

3. God is in control of people!



Acts 17:26-27, 26 From one man he made all the 
nations, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and he marked out their appointed times 
in history and the boundaries of their lands. 
27 God did this so that they would seek him and 
perhaps reach out for him and find him, though 
he is not far from any one of us.



Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love 
of money and be content with what you have, 
because God has said,

“Never will I leave you;
never will I forsake you.”




