
 



Abraham shows hospitality 

Genesis 18: 1-7 
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great 
trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the 
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 
2 Abraham looked up and saw three men 
standing nearby. When he saw them, he 
hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet 
them and bowed low to the ground. 



Abraham shows hospitality 

Genesis 18 
3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my 
lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a little 
water be brought, and then you may all wash 
your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get 
you something to eat, so you can be refreshed 
and then go on your way—now that you have 
come to your servant.”  



Abraham shows hospitality 

Genesis 18 
“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 
6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” 
he said, “get three seahs of the finest flour and knead 
it and bake some bread.” 
7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, 
tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to 
prepare it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk 
and the calf that had been prepared, and set these 
before them. While they ate, he stood near them 
under a tree.  



Hospitality commanded in Old Testament 

Leviticus 19: 33-34 
33“When a foreigner resides among you in your 
land, do not mistreat them. 34 The foreigner 
residing among you must be treated as your 
native-born. Love them as yourself, for you 
were foreigners in Egypt. I am the LORD your 
God.” 



God is hospitable 

Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.  2 He 
makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads 
me beside quiet waters, 3he refreshes my soul.  
He guides me along the right paths for his 
name’s sake.  4 Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 



God is hospitable 

Psalm 23 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows.  6 Surely your goodness and love 
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 



Hospitality to others honors Jesus 

Matthew 25:34-40 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I 
was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 



Hospitality to others honors Jesus 

Matthew 25:34-40 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? 38 When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me.’ 



Hospitality a key factor in the  
growth of the early church.    

Acts 2: 44-47 
44 All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
46 Every day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved. 



Hospitality commanded to all believers 

Romans 12:13  
13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality.  

 

1 Peter 4:8-9  
8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality 
to one another without grumbling. 



Hospitality is to be a quality of an 
elder/overseer/leader/pastor 

1 Tim 3:2 
2Now the overseer is to be above reproach, 
faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach 

 

Titus 1:8 
8Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves 
what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, 
holy and disciplined.  



Hospitality to strangers…. 
could literally be hospitality to angels 

Hebrews 13:2 

Keep on loving one another as brothers and 
sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people have 
shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 


